Malaysia haunted by ‘fake’ degrees

The recent spate of revelations of senior government politicians falsifying and embellishing their education
qualifications is pressuring the Prime Minister to take action.

By HO WAH FOON
wahfoonho@thestar.com.my

WHEN the scandal linked to the
ted

boss - a tycoon in Hong Kong -
immediately flashed through my

1 became hs staff after his r.nr~

took over a

L e "““"m"‘“‘“
‘or the prominent

aire turmed into disa trment

when an interna newspaper

exposed that he did not hold a

degree from a prestigious universi-

ty in the United States as claimed.

His group had for years issued
publicity material describing him
as having graduated from sald US
university.

And although the smart busi-
nessman r::c!ed pmmpl‘Iy by .
the ;msﬁ.gmus msﬁuntun. he muld
not mp the se!ldw'n In his shares.

ssing episode hap-
E:ed 18 years ago, but it has I'ID!'-
n erased from my memol
goes to show the extent of co am-
al damage his ommission - know-
ingly or unknowingly - has done to
him and his public-listed company.

His failure to amend his creden-
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Back home, two senior Cabinet
ministers in the current “scroll
scandal® appear to share a similar
situation.
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situation on Feb 9 after a Twitter
user highlighted that her name
was not in the degree verification
portal of the National University of
Singapare (NUS), one of the leading
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her before publication.
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l:'agunsf before going to the press.
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general of Parti Pribumi Bersatu
Malaysia (PPBM) founded by
Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and other former Umno
leaders, had claimed to hold a
bachelor's degree from UK-based
University of Cambridge. But after
an activist lodged a police report,
he admitted that his degree was
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A looming issue: The expose on Marzuki (left) has led to netizens embarking on a series of checks on the
academic credentials of other senior politicians in the ruling Pakatan coalition like Osman and Yong.
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a “witch hunt” by the Barisan
Nasional opposition. Lim said this
witch-hunt is to ensure their sur-
vival after their devastating loss in
the last election.
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mu Minister Syed Saddiq Syed

ul Rahman have condmned
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This is in tune with public opin-
lon, which is definitely against any
act of dishonesty.
People do not mind their leaders
not holding any degrees but they
cannot accept dishonest leaders,
say analysts.

As Penang Institute political sci-
entist Dr Wong Chin Huat puts it:
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‘When Pakatan was in the oppo-
sition, it had hit out at several
Barisan leaders for holding fake or
dublous university tions.
But no action was taken against
them by the Prime Minister then.
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