Don’t send waste overseas

THE ministerial review committee recenﬂy
concluded that Lynas has operated within
government directives. They also found

no radiation levels and no evidence of ill
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among the safety professionals in Lynas are
Malaysians. In fact, most of the top manage-
ment are local.

The fact that Lynas has conformed to all
the international standards on safety was

further corroborated by the committee of

Despite the positive conclusions, there is
talk that the Energy, Science, Technology,
Environment and Climate Change
wouidmsistmatLynassendthewmback
to Western Australia.

This is rather odd since the wastes do
not pose the radiation risks claimed
earlier. Evennuﬂearpowerplantsmdt
import uranium from third countries
are not obligated to send back their :
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With the development of advanced pro-
cessing technology, most developed econo-
mies earn their income the conver-
sion of low value crude products
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tre. Developing the right waste treatment
technologies would also bring handsome
returns in the future.

This is because many agree that wastes
will become the resources of the future, as
we witness the continued depletion of the
world’s natural resources.

Take the issue of plastic wastes which
have posed serious environmental threats to
marine life and even our human food chain.
There has also been a case of plastic wastes

- gies. More than just b

dumped here.

If only we had the necessary techn es
to reprocess such wastes into useful
ucts, the problem would vanish.

Banning single-use plastics may not be a
sustainable solution. Many countries have
tried this. The real answer lies in technolo-
ringing in technologies
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Thewastafmm[.yms should be treated
the same. Since radiation is not an issue any
more, as articulated by the experts commit-
tee, we can ask Lynas to put in the necessary
technologies before the wastes are safely dis-

The im; t consideration here is that
they should not harm the environment. If
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en the necessary technologies
should be deployed to neutralise the poten-
tial hazards

I know in heavy metal
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rocket science. 'mereisnuneedtoaskl.ynas
to send back the wastes.
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