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Excellence A Educ@tion

Biotechnology workers need to invest their time in research and pursue postgraduate 5tudles to
improve their careers.

Biotechnology
staff can boost
careers at UCSI

CCORDING to the

Malaysian Biotech-

nology Corporation
iotechCorp) Hu-

man Capital Development Re-
port this year, allindustry
players cited that the industry
lacked people skilled in hard
and soft skills.

The reportalso said there
was an urgent need for key se-
nior personnel and project
leaders in the industry.

According to UCSI Universi-
1y’s dean of the Faculty of Ap-
plied Sciences, Associate Pro-
fessor Dr Hon Wei Min, this
‘was among the reasons why
those inthe Biotechnology in-
dustryneeded to continue its
studies tostrengthen the na-
tion’s human capital asset.

“Those who are employed
in the industry will not be able
10 advance much in their ca-
reers if they are only degree
holders.

“They heed to invest their
time in research and pursue
postgraduate studies to boost
their careers.”

While there are those who
devote their time to Biotech-
nologyresearch, most are
climbing up the corporate lad-
der on the business side of the
industry. According to Dr Hon,
Biotechnology graduates in
Malaysia usually pursued ca-
reers that were related to the
sales and marketing side of

the field.

“This includes industries re-
lated to the retailing of drugs
and pharmaceutical instru-
ments, while others choose to
enter the academic sector, de-
voting their time to research
and development.”

Afterafew yearsin the
business side of the Biotech
uldustry. these individuals be-

torealise aneed to attain
etter qualifications to ad-
vance their careers.

She said: “Most choose to do
aMaster in Business Adminis-
tration, althoughin the
Biotechindustry, itis crucial
1o also possess strong scientif-
ic knowledge and technical
skills on top of learning more
about the business side of it.”

By including scientific
knowledge with business acu-
men, UCSI University believes
thathuman capital assetin
Malaysia’s biotech industry
can beincreased.

Thisis among the main rea-
sons for UCSI University toin-
troduce the M. Sc. Biotechnol-
ogy with Business Manage-
ment.

The programme aims to
provide students with busi-
ness and laboratory research
skills. Itis coursework-based
and guarantees completion
within 1% years for full-time
students and two years for
part-timers.

Those pursuing this pro-
gramme will do theirresearch
and other laboratory work at
UCSI University’s new labora-
tories.

The Faculty also offers M.
Sc. Applied Sciences for indi-
viduals who are more inter-
estedinresearch andre-
search-based work.

Last year, BiotechCorp, an

agency under the purview of
the Ministry of Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation, an-
nounced thatit expected to
see 112 more biotechnology
companies with BioNexus sta-
tus by year end.

Companies with BioNexus
status are equivalent to a Mul-
timedia Super Corridor status,
which means they receive tax
breaks and government
grants for research.

With biofuels and materials
in the biotech industry expect-
ed w%owax arateof 15 per
cent, there would be an esti-
mated 8,500 knowledge
workers required by 2013.

Thus, there wouldbe a.
shortage of 5,000 knowledge
workers in the industry by
that time. As such, thereisan
need for those in the biotech
industry to pursue their post-
graduate studies to ensure
they are notleft behind.

For details, call 03-
91018880 or visit www.
ucsi.edumy



