UCSI opens new frontier with
an eco-hotel at The Isthmus

The launch of UCSI Hotel Kuching heralds the brand’s ex-
pansion in Sarawak after 16 years of education operations

in the state.

Tan Sri Dr Abdul Rahman Arshad said, UCSI University chancellor
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KUCHING: UCSI Group is ex-
panding its operations with the
construction of an eco-hotel
which, once completed, will serve
as a new iconic landmark in the
city,

The new 15-storey hotel with
168 rooms, named UCSI Hotel
Kuching, located on the banks
of The Isthmus confluence will
have green features and will be
certified with Green Building
Index (GBI).

UCSI University chancellorTan
SriDr Abdul Rahman Arshadsaid
“The launch of UCSI Hotel Kuch-
ingheralds the brand’s expansion
in Sarawak after 16 years of educa-
tion operations in the state.

“The hotel is built with green
sustainability inmind, coveringa
total build-up area of 3.23 million
square feet on a 2.5 acre site in
Kuching’'s new central business
district.

- “Ttcomplies with GBlaccredita-
tionstandards and itsdesign seeks
to blend in with nature.

“The hotel’s artistic external

fins minimises solar gain while
its cavernous lobby utilises river
water to lower temperatures by
around two degree on any given
day.

“This reduces the dependency
on air-conditioning while an ef
ficient rain water harvesting sys-
tem reduces the usage of treated
water at the hotel,” he said in his
Speechbeforethe ground breaking
ceremony of UCSI Hotel Kuching
-onThursday night at Borneo Con-
vention Centre Kuching (BCCK).

He added that the ground break-
ing ceremony also adds to UCSI
Group’s many milestones in
Sarawak.

He pointed out that among the
most significant one is UCSI's
involvement with the Economic
TransformationProgramme(ETP)
whichhadledtotheestablishment
of UCSI University’s Sarawak
campus in 2010, offering tourism
and hospitality education.

He believed that the new hotel
would enhance Sarawak’s tour-

ism cluster and the group was
delighted tofoster greaterrelation-
ship with the state. In addition, Dr
Rahman said the new hotel would

also serveasatraining ground for
its hospitality students to learn
more about the tourism industry
in the state as Sarawak is a state
of biodiversity.

He revealed that the hotel is
expected to cost around RM120
millign to RM150 million.

Meanwhile, Cahya Mata
Sarawak Bhd(CMS)groupmanag-

ingdirector Datuk Richard Curtis
concurred Dr Rahman'’s view on
the state’s biodiversity and noted
that Sarawak is a land with huge
potential.

With that, he commented that
the ground breaking ceremony of
UCSI Hotel Kuching has marked
a new milestone for Sarawak to-
wardsrealisingitstrue potentials.
The ground breaking ceremony
was officiated by Tourism Min-
ister Datuk Amar Abang Johari
Tun Openg.

Also present at the ground
breaking ceremony were UCSI
Group founder Datuk Peter Ng,
Assistant TourismMinister Datuk
Talib Zulpilip, Assistant Minister
of Industrial Estate Development
Datuk Peter Nansian and invited
guests,
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APPRECIATI(.)N: Dr Rahman (third right) hands over a souvenir to Johari (left) during the launch of the ground breaking ceremony of
UCSI Hotel Kuching. Looking on are (from right) Nansian, Talib and Curtis. — Photo by Jeffery Mostapa.



